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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because Figures 14-17 are illegible. Applicant is advised to employ the 
services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 8, 9 and 1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sellgren et al US 6,420,682 in view of Faloon et al US 5,575,552. 

In regard to claim 1, Sellgren et al teaches (see Figures 2, 3) a fogless mirror 
comprising a transparent substrate (20) and reflective coating (22) attached to the 
transparent substrate, a heater element (24) mounted with respect to the mirror. 
Regarding claim 8, Sellgren et al teaches (see Figures 12, 13) a finish frame (52) that is 
engagingly adjoined to the mirror perimeter, wherein the finish frame extends beyond 
the perimeter of the mirror such that the finish frame bridges a seam created by the 
fogless mirror assembly and a surface upon which the fogless mirror assembly is 
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mounted. Regarding claim 9, Sellgren et al teaches a power supply that is operably 
connected to at least one of the heater element and the light assembly that is controlled 
remotely through a device selected from the group comprised of alight switch, a timer, 
or a fan as described in column 6, lines 13-29. Regarding claim 10, Sellgren et al 
teaches a power supply that is operably connected to at least one of the heater element 
and the light assembly that is controlled by a water faucet as described in column 6, 
lines 13-29. 

However, in regard to claim 1 , Sellgren et al does not teach that the mirror has at 
least one light transmissive region and a light assembly mounted with respect to the 
mirror such that light emitted from the light assembly passes through the light 
transmissive region. In regard to claim 2, Sellgren et al does not teach the light 
assembly is comprised of a plurality of light sources. 

In regard to claim 1 , Faloon et al teaches (see Figures 1 , 5) at least one light 
transmissive region (28) and a light assembly (62, 64, 66, 70) mounted with respect to 
the mirror such that light emitted from the light assembly passes through the light 
transmissive region as described in column 5, lines 1-8. Regarding claim 2, Faloon et al 
teaches (see Figure 5) that the light assembly is comprised of a plurality of light sources 
(62). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the light assembly as taught by Faloon et al in the mirror 
of Sellgren et al in order to provide illumination in order to increase convenience and 
ability to perform other tasks (i.e., shaving) for the user. 
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4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sellgren 
et al US 6,420,682 in view of Faloon et al US 5,575,552. 

Regarding claim 3, Sellgren et al in view of Faloon et al teaches the invention as 
set forth above but does not teach that light sources are light emitting diodes. Official 
Notice is taken that it is notoriously old and well known in the mirror art to use light 
emitting diodes. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize light emitting diodes in the mirror assembly of 
Sellgren et al in view of Faloon et al in order to provide for a longer lasting light source 
for the mirror. 

5. Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sellgren et al US 6,420,682 in view of Faloon et al US 5,575,552 and further in view of 
Jones etal US 6,512,203. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Sellgren et al in view of Faloon et al teaches the 
invention as set forth above but in regard to claim 4 does not teach that the heater 
element is a resistor or in regard to claim 5 that the heater element is a polymer thick 
film heater. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Jones et al teaches that the heater element is a 
resistor and a polymer thick film heater as described in column 4, lines 19-37 and 48- 
50. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the polymer thick film heater of Jones et al for the heater 
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element of Sellgren et al in view of Faloon et al in order to improve the electrical 
conductivity of the heater and to provide for quicker heating of the mirror surface. 
6. Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sellgren et al US 6,420,682 in view of Faloon et al US 5,575,552 and further in 
view of Gorischek US 2002/0196333. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Sellgren et al in view of Faloon et al teaches the 
invention as set forth above and in regard to claim 1 1 , Sellgren et al teaches a power 
supply that is operable attached to at least one of the heater element as described in 
column 5, lines 42-67 and column 6, lines 1-29 but does not teach in regard to claim 1 1 , 
that the power supply is controlled through touch type controls integrated into the mirror 
or in regard to claim 12, the additional technologies claimed. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Gorischek teaches (see Figures 1 , 2C) that the power 
supply is controlled through touch type controls (18, 60) integrated into the mirror as 
described on page 2, paragraphs 0023, 0024, 0025 and 0026. 

Regarding claim 12, Gorischek teaches that additional technologies are 
incorporated in to the mirror as described in page 2, paragraphs 0025, 0026, 0030, 
0035, 0036 and 0037. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the touch type controls and associated technologies as 
taught by Gorischek in the mirror of Sellgren et al in view of Faloon et al in order to 
provide easier access to interactive features and technologies for the mirror to enhance 
convenience for the user. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 6 and 7 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claim 6 is allowable over the prior art for at least the reason that the prior art fails 
to teach or reasonably suggest, "a mounting plate having a back section, side sections, 
and flange sections, wherein the side sections extend substantially around the back 
section and define a recess formed therein that is adapted to receive the light assembly, 
wherein the flange sections extend from the side sections opposite the back section, 
and wherein the flange sections each have a plurality of apertures" as set forth in the 
claimed combination. Claim 7 is also allowable based upon its dependence on claim 6. 

The prior art of record teaches a fogless mirror comprising a mirror with a light 
transmissive region, a heater element and a light assembly mounted with respect to the 
mirror such that light emitted from the light assembly passes through the light 
transmissive region. However, the prior art of record does not teach a mounting plate 
having a back section, side sections, and flange sections, wherein the side sections 
extend substantially around the back section and define a recess formed therein that is 
adapted to receive the light assembly, wherein the flange sections extend from the side 
sections opposite the back section, and wherein the flange sections each have a 
plurality of apertures and there is no motivation or teaching to modify this difference as 
derived. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alessandro V. Amari whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2306. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 5:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew Dunn can be reached on (571 ) 272-2312. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pairTdirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

avaCJ^ 

12 September 2005 





